
COOKEVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2003 

6:00 P.M. 
 
 
 

 The Council of the City of Cookeville met in regular session on Thursday, 
September 4, 2003, at 6:00 p.m., in the Municipal Building, 45 East Broad Street.  
Invocation was given by Mayor Womack.  Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor 
Womack.  Mayor Womack then called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call 
the roll.  Present and answering roll call were: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 Also present:  Jim Shipley, City Manager;  Cathy McClain, City Clerk;  and Mike 
O’Mara, City Attorney. 
 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 
AGENDA AS PRESENTED 
 
 
 Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to approve 
the agenda as submitted.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
     
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
AUGUST 21, 2003 
 
 

Councilman Sallee made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes and 
approve said minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Shelton.  
Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING  
AND CONSIDER RESOLUTION  
#R03-09-18, ACCEPTING A  
GRANT FROM THE U.S. 
DEPT. OF JUSTICE FOR  
$26,390 & COMMITTING TO 
THE REQUIRED MATCH 
OF $2,932 
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Councilman Davis made a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor Qualls, to adopt 
Resolution #R03-09-18.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 

 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
CONSIDER AUTHORIZING THE 
CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
LETTER AGREEMENTS FOR 
LIQUIFIED NATURAL GAS 
STORAGE  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to 
authorize the City Manager to execute the letter agreements with East Tennessee Natural 
Gas Company.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 

 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
   
 
CONSIDER AUTHORIZING 
THE ELECTRIC DIRECTOR 
TO SEND TVA A LETTER  
EXPRESSING THE CITY OF 
COOKEVILLE’S REASONS 
FOR NOT EXECUTING THE 
RATE CHANGE AND RATE 
ADJUSTMENT AGREEMENTS 
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 Tony Peek, Electric Department Director, said that the rate increase would go into 
effect without the agreements signed. 
 

Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to 
authorize the Electric Department Director to send a letter to TVA as requested.   Upon 
call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 

Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 

Councilman Sam Sallee   
 Councilman Ricky Shelton 

 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
  
 
CONSIDER AWARDING BID FOR 
TRANSFORMERS - ELECTRIC  
DEPARTMENT 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Councilman Shelton made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to award 
the transformer bid as recommended.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye:   
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
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CONSIDER AWARDING BID FOR 
AUTOMATED SIDE-LOADING 
TRUCK & CONTAINERS - 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Greg Brown, Public Works Director, recommended the purchase of a new one-
man, side-loading garbage collection truck & special extra-large containers.  He advised 
that, if approved, it would be a first step toward a money saving, more worker friendly 
system & would go into service on one of Cookeville’s three garbage routes in about six 
months. 
 

Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to award the 
garbage truck/container bid as recommended.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted 
aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
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HEARING OF CITIZENS AND/OR DELEGATIONS: 
  
 Mayor Womack congratulated Councilman Sam Sallee & wife Heather on the 
birth of their baby girl – Julia Emily, born 8-28-03 (6 Ibs., 15 oz.). 
 
 Mayor Womack read a proclamation, proclaiming August 26th as Cookeville, TN 
Day, received from the Mayor of Odessa, TX, commending the Cookeville Citizens/ 
Chamber of Commerce Staff for their hospitality to one of their citizen’s passing through.  
  

Samantha Turney, Super Stock Champion and Catherine Carney, Stock 
Champion of Cookeville’s 2nd Annual Soapbox Derby on 6-21-03, gave a power-point 
presentation of their trip on 7-26-03 to the All-American Soapbox Derby in Akron, Ohio. 
 
 Councilman Shelton presented certificates of appreciation to Mr. Bob Sealy, 
volunteer of Soapbox Derby, and Sgt. Mike Lee, Director of Soapbox Derby. 
 
 Sgt. Mike Lee thanked Police Chief Bob Terry, PAL & Rick Woods, Director of 
Leisure Services, for their support. 
 
 Mr. Bob Niebuhr, President of the Northwest Cookeville Homeowner’s 
Association, and Mr. Charles Matheson, of 1180 Mt. Vernon Road, stated that they feel 
the agreement between Soard Properties & City of Cookeville has been violated due to 
the construction of half-baths in the Soard Townhouse Apartments off Old Gainesboro 
Grade. 
  
 Jim Shipley, City Manager & Mike O’Mara, City Attorney, stated that they do not 
consider the half-baths as a violation.  They stated that builders are authorized to build 
whatever is permitted under the city code. 
 
 Ms. Jessica Neary, Chairman of Tree Board, Ms. Marcia Donovan, Ms. Peggy 
Evans and Kris Ballinger, voiced their concerns about the large/old tree cut on Mahler 
Avenue. 
 
 Vice-Mayor Qualls said he was called about the tree by the owner of the property 
and felt its overhanging limbs might be a public hazard. 
 
 Jim Shipley, City Manager, stated that he asked Jeff Fitzpatrick, City Forester, to 
examine the tree and he reported there was some rot.   
 
 Councilman Sallee stated that the tree cutting saddened him & feels we need more 
trees to prevent storm water run off.  He said the city might need a full-time arborist for 
the expansion/protection of trees (echoed by Jessica Neary and State Forester Guy 
Zimmerman). 
 
 There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Davis made a motion, 
seconded by Councilman Sallee, to adjourn the meeting at 7:32 p.m.  Upon call for a 
vote, the following voted aye: 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
      
      _____________________________ 
      Charles Womack, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
Cathy McClain, City Clerk 
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